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STUDENTS' NOBLE SATYAGRAHA
In referring to the universality of Satyagraha, I have time
and again observed in these columns that it is capable of appli-
cation in the social no less than in the political field. It may
equally be employed against Government, society, or one's own
family, father, mother, husband or wife, as the case may be.
For, it is the beauty of this spiritual weapon that when it is
completely free from the taint of himsa and its use is actuated
purely and solely by love it may be used with absolute impunity
in any connection and in any circumstances whatever. A con-
crete instance of its use against evil was furnished by the
brave and spirited students of Dharmaj (in Kheda District) a
few days back* The facts as gleaned from the various commu-
nications about the incident received by me were as follows :
A gentleman of Dharmaj, some days back, gave a caste
dinner in connection with the twelfth day ceremony of the death
of his mother. It was preceded by a keen controversy about the
subject among the young men of the place who shared with a
number of other local inhabitants their strong dislike of this
custom. They felt that on this occasion something must be
done. Accordingly, most of them took all or some of the follow-
ing three vows :
1.   Not to join their elders at the dinner or otherwise partake of
the food served on that occasion.
2.   To observe fast on the day of the dinner as an emphatic protest
against this practice.
3.   To bear patiently and cheerfully any harsh treatment that might
^ ,    be accorded to them by their elders for taking this step.
In pursuance of this decision quite a large number of
students, including some children of tender age, fasted on the
day on which the dinner was given and took upon themselves
the wrath of their so-called elders. Nor was the step free from
the dangers of serious pecuniary consequences to the students,
The' elders' threatened to stop the allowances of their boys and
even to withdraw any financial aid that they were giving to
local institutions, but the boys stood firm. As many as two hun-
dred and eighty-five students thus refused to take part in the
caste dinner, and most of them fasted.
135